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SUBJECT: PRESIDENTIAL MESSAGE FOR LOPEZ PORTILLO 

1 . PLEASE DELIVER FOLLOWING LETTER FROM PRESIDENT CARTER 
TO PRESIDENT LOPEZ PORTILLO. QUOTE: 

DEAR MR. PRESIDENT: 

WHEN I BECAME PRESIDENT, I SET FOR MYSELF AND MY COUNTRY 
SEVERAL PRIORITIES. TWO WHICH WERE HIGH ON MY LIST WERE 
TO IMPROVE SIGNIFICANTLY MY COUNTRY'S RELATIONS WITH YOURS 
AND TO ENACT A NATIONAL ENERGY POLICY FOR MY COUNTRY. AND 
RELATIONS BETWEEN OUR COUNTRIES HAVE IN FACT IMPROVED 
GREATLY SINCE OUR MEETING IN FEBRUARY 1977. AS FOR THE 
SECOND PRIORITY, THE US CONGRESS HAS BEEN WORKING ON AN 
ENERGY BILL FOR MORE THAN A YEAR, AND NEGOTIATIONS IN THE 
CONGRESS HAVE REACHED A CRITICAL STAGE. 

1 HAVE RECEIVED A FULL REPORT ON YOUR TALKS WITH AMBASSADOR 
LUCEY ON NATURAL GAS. I REGRET THAT THERE HAS BEEN SOME 
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MISUNDERSTANDING AND CONTROVERSY IN THE PAST ON THIS ISSUE. 

ONCE MY ENERGY PLAN IS PASSED, I LOOK FORWARD TO STRENGTHEN- 
ING OUR RELATIONSHIP ON THIS CRITICAL ISSUE TO OUR MUTUAL 
BENEFIT. AN AGREEMENT ON THE SALE OF NATURAL GAS COULD 
PROVIDE AN OPPORTUNITY FOR DOING THAT. FOR THE MOMENT. 
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THOUGH, WHILE THE ENERGY BILL IS BEING DEBATED IN CONGRESS, 

IT MIGHT BE BETTER IF THERE WERE NO PUBLIC COMMENTS OR 
SPECULATION BY EITHER OF OUR GOVERNMENTS. I WOULD APPRE- 
CIATE ANY THOUGHTS YOU MIGHT HAVE ON WAYS WE CAN DEAL WITH 
THIS ISSUE IN THE FUTURE. 

SINCERELY, JIMMY CARTER. BEST WISHES. J. UNQUOTE. 

2. THIS LETTER SHOULD BE CONSIDERED A PRIVILEGED 
CORRESPONDENCE AND NOT REPEAT NOT FOR RELEASE. 

3. SIGNED ORIGINAL DATED AUGUST 18 BEING POUCHED. 

VANCE 
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